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I.—Foreren POLITICS. 


THE Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 8th August publishes the following Duca Gaserrs, 
1 in English: — „ Aug. Sch, 1904. 
2 The public in India no longer take that degree 
of interest in the progress of the Tibet Mission which they did in the 
beginning of it. This is only natural when the difference of strength between 
the two antagonists is so great as likely to reduce a war to the level of a down- 
right butchery. It is indeed a fight between a giant and a dwarf. A section of 
Englishmen, calling themselves Imperialists, wants Tibet, and although they 
have been casting longing eyes upon it for a very long time, yet the fear of 
Russian interference has so long checked their restless and aggressive policy. 
The party of Little Englanders, represented by men of the Cotton type having 
no potential voice at home at present, what moment could be thought more 
opportune by the Jingo party than the present one, when Russia finds her 
hands full with Japan, for accomplishing’ their long-cherished object? But 
not satisfied with the acquisition of Tibet only, some of the English papers at 
home have for some time been discussing a real or imaginary scheme a 
by General Kuropatkin for invading India. In this scheme, the preliminary 
step towards the conquest of India appears to be the conquest of Afghanistan. 
Even the present diffiulties of Russia have not been able to remove from the 
minds of the Imperialist party at home all apprehensions about Russian designs 
upon India. This is clear from a recent speech of the Prime Minister. 

With regard to any complications that may arise among the powers as 
a result of the Russo-Japanese War, we need not feel any anxiety. We feel 
sure that no such complications are likely to arise soon, But the danger is 
that the military party in India, having done with Tibet, may feel disposed to 
make some sort of military display in the frontier districts by way of a 
practical answer to Russia thinking that such an opportunity may not occur 
again. We therefore have good reason to apprehend that we are on the eve 
of very serious complications on the North-West Frontier. We know from 
past experience how ruinously expensive such expeditions are. Increase 
of taxation will be the inevitable result, and internal reforms will have to be 
postponed for an indefinitely long time. Under such circumstances we think 
our leaders should try their utmost to strengthen the hands of the India party 
in England by all legitimate means,.so that those disinterested friends of India 
may powerfully place the case of India before the British electors at the time 
of the General Election which, as matters stand at present, cannot long be 
deferred. If we are really to avoid the dreaded contingency referred to above, 
we must first of all try to arouse the interests of the British elector on behalf 
of India, and the best means to attain that object is to educate him in Indian 


politics, and once the British elector is roused up, rest assured, Indian interests 
will be in his safe keeping. : | 


2. Referring to General E plan for the invasion of India, as swagss Hr TAI, 
. ... given by an English paper, the Swades Hitatsht Avg. 10th, 1004. 
of Inn n ‘Plan for the invasion [Rangpur] of the 10th Assos observes :— 
Every Indian, however much disgusted he 
may be with the ways of the English, will freely admit that he is well off under 
British rule, and that the English have provided him with the means of acquir- 
ing all sorts of knowledge. The relations between the English and the Indians 
as rulers and sub ects have now been placed ona firm basis, We Indians 
regard the English with reverence, fear, and trust. They hold our lives in the 
hollow of their hands. We might have our disputes with our rulers about our 
rights and our wants, we might use strong language occasionally in the course 
of these disputes, but all these are for our mutual benefit. Indians and 
Englishmen now belong to each other. We have shed our blood in defence of 
the English, and the English in return have given their livesfor us. So Indians 
never will, nor can, offer any assistance to any European Power acting against 
the English, Whenever we pause to think with an open mind on the way the 
Euglish govern their Empire, we feel beside ourselves with joy and amazement. 


1 — ony fe 


( {a9 J 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


nin Mime, 3. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 2nd August prays the Govern- 
Aug. 2nd, 1904. ment to repress the increasing lawlessness in the 
: : district. Some days ago a woman was murderously 
assaulted in the town by some unknown person, The murder of Nabakisor last 
year still remains a mystery. There is an increase in the number of murder 
cases. The lawless characters all over the district are 7 and doing. Govern: 
ment will be convinced of the truth of this assertion if it only looks at the list 
of Sessions cases for this district. The local zamindars are a powerful class, and 
if they throw in their influence on the side of Government, this increasing 
ruffianism may easily be put down. During the rains, at every ghat may be 
found boats carrying lathials. If Government through a trusted officer makes a 
1 private inquiry into the antecedents of these men, as to how they get their means 
1 of livelihood and soon, many incriminating facts will be ascertained. The present 
Ai Magistrate of the district may already have heard of the lawlessness prevailing 
in North Tangail. He should send some able and high-placed police officers to 
that place as the first step towards the repression of the existing lawlessness. 
Boapwaw Saustvant. 4. The Burdwan Sanjivani( Burdwan] of the 2nd August warmly praises 
Aug, 2nd, 1904. Mr. J. V. Ryan, the present District Superintendent 
Mr. J. V. Ryan, District of Police of Burdwan. He is an LL. D., a 
Superintendent == of Folie. Barrister-at- law, and has the reputation of being a 
learned man. Mr. Ryan is always ready to defend 
the cause of truth and justice. He has — written to the editor of the 
Burdwan Sanjivani intimating his wish to become a subscriber to that paper, as 
“he believes that it contains matters of local interest, the knowledge of which 
might be the means of enabling him to set matters right of which he otherwise 
would be unaware. Such men are rare in the Police Department. He is very 
careful about inquiring into all cases of theft and dacoity and treats his office 
amla with great kindness and consideration. The only thing to be anxious about 
is whether such an excellent man will remain long in this department. 
Monsmpasap 5. The Murshidabad Hitaishi {[ Murshidabad | of the 3rd August publishes 
Hrraise;, the following complaints against police officers in 
Aug. 3rd, 1904. Re cong against the Murshid- the Murshidabad district:— 
er (1) The complainant in the case brought 
against the police of the Hariharpara thana not having taken steps to produce 
evidence, the case was dismissed. It is not difficult to understand the cause 
of the neglect on the part of the complainant to prove his case. The adage 
„Money can do everything” is well known. If the case was false, why was 
not the complainant prosecuted under section 211 ? 

(2) The Sadar Police Inspector, Babu Sarat Chandra Gupta, having 
reported against Munshi Muhammad Maniruddin, the collecting panchayet of 
the Beldanga Union, the latter was called upon to explain why he should not be 
dismissed. He stated in his explanation that Babu Gaurgopal Gupta, Sub- 
Inspector of the Barua thana, asked for a loan of Rs. 200 from him, and on 
his refusal to give it, he was reported against. The Deputy Magistrate 
entrusted with the chaukidari work held an enquiry, and several witnesses 
8 disposed to the truth of the allegations. It is to be hoped that the authoritie 
‘Uae well take due notice of the matter and punish the guilty. 

„ (3) A case of attempted theft by house-breaking occurred near the ae 
iy eae Bildhar Road, but the Sub-Inspector of the Sujaganj thana did not hold an 
enquiry. If no articles are actually stolen away, are not the police to enquire? 
The Sub-Inspector received information of another case of attempted theft 
near the Kadai corner in the shop of a blacksmith, but did not proceed to the 


Lawlessness in Mymensingh. 


— e 52 
rr * 


| | pot for enquiry. 
ate. Bawivam, 6. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 4th August publishes the following 
Ae . ath, 1903. ceomplaint made by some correspondents from 


Oppression by the samindari Farid pur: 
— 384 ene ee: he river Chandana is navigable 2 three 


months during the rains, and is then the o 6 


af communication between the interior of the Pangsa thana and the 


— tonerets staat 
* . *. f : i 
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the one hand and Goalundo and Faridpur on the other, there being not 
14 —1 good or bad, from those parts to the subdivisional or the district 
retin At other times people residing on both banks of the river, specially those 


belonging to the respectable classes, are put to great difficulty when they have to 


lundo or Faridpur to attend the Courts. During the rainy season, the 
12 being e they can g° to the Pangsa railway station by boat. 
But boats are not always available, and, when available the charges are usually 


high. This inconvenience has to a large extent been removed by some boatmen 


from a different district, who have been carrying passengers daily in their boats 
between Baliakandi and Pangsa at a convenient rate of fare for some years past. 
But the oppressions committed by men belonging to the zamindari cutcherrry 
at Pangsa have made it well-nigh impossible for them to carry on their 
work. The zamindar’s men exact money from the boatmen as rent, nazar, and 
in various other shapes, and grossly abuse them and threaten to drag them to the 
cutcherry if their demands are not forthwith met. The zamindar Babus, as 
well as the executors of the estate of the late Nawab Mir Muhammad Ali of 
Padamdi, ought to see that these oppressions are stopped. It is to be hoped 
that the authorities will take due notice of the matter. 


7. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 4th August complains of the oppressions 


of the local 2 as regards cases instituted by 
0 


The Khulna Police and prose- them under Act V. The trying Magistrate should 


cutions under Act V. 


j > ‘ e oid 
ae ep 2 r 
7 18 ; * 


K Rol na, 
Aug. 4th, 1904. 


sift these cases to the bottom, as the public 


impression is that they mostly owe their origin to motives of private malice. 
Here is a recent case. A piece of land belonging toa private owner had a number 
of footpaths made over it by its use by the public. The coachman of the lessee 
of the land was prosecuted for allowing his master’s carriage one night to 
encroach on one of these footpaths. As it was found on inquiry by the 
Magistrate that the footpath in question was not municipal property at all, the 


coachman was let off. But certain points in connection with this case call 
for inquiry :— 


(1) The late hour of the night (11-30) selected by the Sub-Inspector 


of Police to inquire into such a petty case as one of obstruction of 
the public road. 


(2) The fact that another gentleman’s horse and carriage are allowed 


without molestation to occupy the Jessore Road in some part of 
Koylaghatta. 


(3) The fact that the accused in the present case was very recently 
brought into trouble on a similar charge. 


The case is an entirely got-up one. The officer responsible for the prosecu- 
tion in this case is the junior Sub-Iuspector of Police, who is an M.A. 


The writer also complains of the general inefficiency of the police of the 
zadar thana. They send up cases in the A form, relying on the presence of a 
single mark or wound. But at the trial it is proved that the police inquiry 
was not properly conducted at all. At present the only thana in this district 
whose work gives satisfaction is the Dumuria thana. Things would not be 
so bad at the sadar thana if Babu Joges Chandra Das G 


, upta, the senior Sub- 
Inspector, personally conducted the investigations in all the difficult cases, for 
he is a very able officer, His subordinates are not so well up in their duties, 
and stand in urgent need of his supervision. It is said that some of the local 


judicial officers verbally expressed the opinion that th ice inquiries. 
made “ hastily and . sais R 


8. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta) of the 10th August reports that thefts 


82 1 constantly occurring in the Chetla quarter in 
ganas. 


: cases were reported. The police do not seem to be 
— any steps to prevent a fecurrence of similar cases in the future. Petty 
ave 


become specially frequent in the Mayarpur Road and Pitambar 
Ghatak’s Lane quarter. There have been cases in dich brickbats were thrown 
at night into the houses of the inhabitants. The police do not visit this 


quarter at night at all, although it contains some well-known resorts of old 
offenders and budmashes. They are habitual gamblers, and it is. they that 


Alipore. In the course of the last month five or six 


Dairy Hiravanl, 
Aug. 10th, 1904. 
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are at the bottom of these thefts. This state of things i f 
creditable to an officer of the reputation of Inspector 8 * 


() — Working of the Courts, 


9. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir [Mymensingh] of the 2nd August 
complains of the insufficiency of the diet - mon 
Diet money for Government allowed by Government to the last class of witnes 
witnesses, : ; 5 Witnesses 
called on its behalf in the Sessions and other 
Criminal Courts. The diet-money varies with the rank and position in soci 
of the witnesses—from two annas per diem for the cultivator to three rupees per 
diem, usually reserved for Europeans or England-returned Indians. 

Now, everyone knows that a person cannot procure a full meal for two 
annas in a town. The poor cultivator who comes to town as a Government 
witness has thus either to spend money out of his own pocket or to go half. fed. 
Not unoften the witnesses are detained for three or four days at a time over a 
case, or perhaps they have to appear three or four times at different intervals, 
In any case this compulsory absence from his work for so many days means 
great pecuniary loss to the cultivator. If, in addition, he is made to pay for his 
own food while in town, the hardship becomes simply intolerable. 

Government is bound by all considerations of justice to pay adequate 
compensation and diet-money to its witnesses. Why should the Government 
rate of diet-money be less than that fixed as payable to their witnesses by 
private suitors? The Courts of justice every year return a handsome profit to 
Government, and it cannot be much of a loser if it spends a small part of this 
profit in removing the complaint regarding diet-money. The injustice of the 
present arrangement is heightened by the fact that the Government allows an 
adequate rate to its witnesses in the Civil Courts. Why should this distinction 
be made between the Civil and Criminal Courts ? 


10. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 3rd August says that Mr. Manmatha 

adi : Krishna Dev, Assistant Magistrate of Comilla, 
che, Assistant Magistrate of behaves very unjustly towards pleaders, mukhtars, 
” and his amla. A few days ago he called two of the 
best mukhtars of the place ‘‘ fools” and “stupid” in the open Court. On the 
29th July last, one of his amla, an aged Musalman, was greatly insulted while 
producing some papers before him, ‘The man told him something, in reply 
to which the hakim bahudur rudely asked him to be silent. The man thought 
that the huzuwr was perplexed because he did not know the particulars of the 
case, and said, This has been the procedure all along, and there are orders 
for acting in this manner.” ‘This inflamed the huzur who, in the presence 


of a full Court, said to the man, 9% vf aifys Seq, ANN SCS CICA CA HA 


fea, watt’? (Be pleased to keep quiet, else you will be shoe-beaten and 
turned out, you sor.) 2 


11. The Jyot [Chittagong] of the 4th August publishes a letter from a 
| ; correspondent complaining against one of the 
Complaint against à Munsif of Munsifs of Chittagong: 
(1) The munsif holds his Court at irregular 
hours. Sometimes the time is from 9 to 114.m. Suitors who through ignorance 
fail to put in an appearance when their names are called out, find their cases 
dismissed. At other times the sitting of the Court begins at 11 A. Mu. The 
hours from twelve to three are spent in sleep, and the time so lost is made 
up by prolonging the sittings to so late an hour as 8 or 9 P.M. These late 
hours tel] specially on those suitors who have come from a distance and have to 
go back, irrespective of the weather. ; 

(2) He brings his hooka with him into the Court-room to smoke, turns out 
the Musalmans, and is in the habit of constantly chewing betel. There is 
often an unnecessary waste of the Court’s time caused by his attempt to examine 
two contending witnesses at the same time. He does not always put on official 
dress when holding his Court, . 

(3) He looks with suspicion on those men who do not belong to the class 
of his supporters. — 
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A correspondent of the Mshir-o-Sudhakar [Caleutta]} of the 5th August 
i 95 makes a serious . a Aa Maulvi Abdur 

A complaint egainst the Sub- Rahman Chowdhury, Sub-Registrar of Ghior, in the 
Registrar of Ghicr. subdivision of Manikganj in Dacca. It is said 
that the Sub-Registrar received a bribe of Rs. 150 from one of his temporary 
muharrirs (one Ramani Mohan Sarkar of Kushuntagram village) as an induce- 
ment to confer on the latter a permanent post. Later on however, the Sub- 
Registrar refused either to give the man a permanent appointment or to return 
the money. The aggrieved muharrir thereupon filled a suit in the Oourt of 
the second Munsif of Manikganj for the recovery of the money. Judgment 
has recently been delivered aguinst the Sub-Registrar. _ 

In addition to this grave charge there are some other minor complaints. The 
Sub-Registrar used for some time to levy an extra four annas on each document 
he registered, for the purpose of constructing a well. He then introduced 
a system of ‘delay fines,” 1. e., the levy of at least four annas extra for each 
document to be registered, which was not filed before twelve non. 

13. The Soltan [Caleutta] of the 5th August complains that it is con- 

stantly receiving complaints against Babu Satkari 

A complaint against the Sub- Mukherji, the Sub-Registrar of Pakuria, in the 

Registrar of Pakuria in the Fabna district of Pabna. It is said that he displays great 

animus against Musalmans, He was formerly an 

Inspector of Police. Does that account for his overbearing manners in bis 
present post ? 


(d) — Education. 


14. Referring to the circumstances which led the students of the 

Campbell Medical School to leave it in a body, 

arne Campbell Medical School the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
— [Calcutta] of the 8rd August remarks :— | 

What would have been the feelings of the Superintendent himself if he 
were a student and had been insulted by the durwan in this way? He would 
have acted more sensibly if he had thought of this, and appeased the students 
with sweet, gentle words. One can easily imagine how little the Superin- 
tendent can be justified in acting in the way he has done. Unfortunately 
Sir Andrew Fraser is not in Calcutta at the moment. If he had been, the 
matter would not perhaps have been allowed to proceed so far. He would 
certainly have settled the dispute and quieted the students with a few 
sympathetic words. The first Hindu who passed the medical examination 
had a salute fired in his honour by the orders of Government. And now 
other medical students, who are followers in his footsteps, are insulted in this 
disgraceful manner. Nobody could have thought of this terrible contrast even 
in his wildest dreams. . 

15. The Sanjiwani [Calcutta] of the 4th August says that the Inspector- 

General of Civil Hospitals has written to the 

Combat din Scheel of the students of the Campbell Medical School asking 

we them to begin the work of the School Hospital at 

once, promising to enquire into their grievances and warning them that their 

names would be struck off the rolls if they did not attend the school. 

N the students began to attend their classes regularly from 1st 

August. The first day they joined the school it was perceived that there was 

a change in the attitude of Dr. Walsh; the old haughtiness was gone. He 

addressed the students politely and said: Leave will be granted to the boys 
for the days they were absent and their grievances will be soon redressed.”’ 

Dr. Walsh, it is said, has presented the boys with materials for football 
play at his own expense, and has also provided the dress of 13 students. Such 
& bond of affection should indeed subsist between students and teachers. It is 
because they suffered many insults for a long time that they were at last 
compelled to go against their teachers. ae 

The Deputy 3 Dr. Carlton, lives near the school compound. 
His house is full of horses, fowls, and dogs. It is a surprise to many how he 
can maintain so many animals, as his salary is only Re. 250 or Rs. 300 per 
month. Itis a pity that he never has a sweet word in bis mouth. He v 
often addresses the students thus: This is not your father’s house,” “I s 
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kick you out,” and so forth. He sometimes calls the students monkeys, asses, 
etc. He has built his stable, where new horses are broken near the lecture 
rooms. This causes great inconvenience to the students. A notice has been 
stuck up that no dogs will be allowed in the school compound. But Dr. 
Carlton’s dogs not only enter into the school compound, but freely walk into 
the hospitals and lecture rooms and cause great annoyance to the students. 
One of Dr. Carlton’s dogs once bit a student who was absent from school for 
two days for that reason. Dr. Walsh refused to grant leave to the boy for 
those days and fined him for absence. If the students fall ill, Dr. Walsh does 
not grant leave even if the teachers recommend it. He refused to grant leave 
to some students on the occasion of their marriage and to others on the 
occasion of the sradh ceremony of their fathers. He has made a rule that boys 
failing at an examination for the first time will be expelled from the school. 
He has abolished the rule according to which scholarships in the first-year 
class were awarded according to merit. He has raised the price of a set of 
bones from Rs. 12 to Rs. 20. 

In the Hospital compound there is no latrine for the use of the students. 
The room in which they sleep when on duty in the hospital at night contains 
no bedding, no drinking-water, nor even a lamp. The students are compelled 
to remain in the darkness and have to make arrangement for water at their 
own cost. They are not given soap and filtered water to wash their hands 
after dressing a patient’s wounds. If a bottle falls accidentally from the hands 
of a student and breaks, he is made to pay the price. 

It will thus appear that there were deeper causes of the dissatisfaction of 
the students than might besupposed. It is to be hoped that henceforth there 

will be perfect good feeling between the teachers and their students. 
16, Referring to the Campbell Medical School affair, the Basumati 
[Calcutta] of the éth August writes as follows:— 

The durwan attached to the school is, no doubt, 
guilty in connection with the affair; but the guilt 
of his master, the Deputy Superintendent, is greater than his. The incident 
which drove the students to leave the school in a body was the climax of the 
insults to which they had Jong submitted in silence. 

The Deputy Superintendent receives a salary of Rs. 250 per mensem, but 
he lives like a nabob. He keeps five or six horses and quite a flock of birds 
and other animals. The horses graze in the school compound. The saheb has 
also many dependants to support. How all this can be managed with Rs. 250 
is a matter for enquiry. He was once offered a post in the mufassal on a larger 
salary, but he did not accept it. It should be enquired what attraction there 
is in the Campbell Medical School for him. Government should not allow such 
rumours to go unnoticed in regard to a Government officer. 

17. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 4th August is informed that almost 

as many English professors as are now serving in 
1 in the the superior grade of the Education Department 
Bengal Education Department. in Bengal will be shortly appointed and imported 
into the country. Professors like Dr. P. C. Roy, 
Messrs. D. N. Mallick, S. C. Mahalanabis, J. N. Das Gupta, M. Ghosh, Bepin 
Vehari Gupta, Sasibhusan Datta, Joges Chandra Roy, Chandrabhusan Bhaduri 
would adorn the University in any civilised country. But they will remain 
below, while those Englishmen will be placed above them. 1 long will 
such inequality of treatment continue? When Dr. Asutosh Mukherji pointed out 
in the Legislative Council that English was taught by Bengali professors in the 
Government Colleges, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor said that he would 
see that this was remedied, but that a hue and ery must not be raised when 
that was done. His Honour is now about to carry out his purpose. 


18. The same paper says that the object of the proposed visit of His 
Proposal to remove the Calcutta — 2 17 = gt 7 9 E 3 0 420 
. Te b o be select sites for the Sibpur Engineerin 

ee College and the Presidency College of Calcutta. 
No one objects to the removal of the Sibpur Engineering College to a healthy 
place, but if the Presidency College is removed to Chota Nagpur, Government 
will have no provision for higher education in Calcutta. It will come to this, 
then, that in Calcutta there will be the police, the jail, the criminal courts, 


The Campbell Medical School 
affair 
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3 for the sale of ganja, opium, and brandy; but there will be no arrange- 
— for that 3 2 imparts true nobility of character. Is this a 
consistent proposal? Thousands of res ctable men live in Calcutta. Does 
not Government think itself responsible for the higher education of their 
ildren ? ; 
we The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th August takes strong exception 
to the proposed removal of the Sibpur Engineering 
Proposed removal of the Sibpur College to Ranchi. This is the only college of its 
——— ae kind in Bengal, and it has been the door through 
which many Bengalis have attained to wealth and eminence as engineers, Its 
removal to Ranchi would practically shut out many Bengalis from a similar 
prospect in the future; for Ranchi is so inaccessible that many of the poorer 
students will not be able to afford the expense of travelling all the way to it. 
The reason alleged for the proposed — is that Sibpur isa very unhealthy 
place and suffers from malaria, A similar justification may be pleaded for 
the removal of the courts and schools from Howrah, Krishnagar, Jessore and 
many other places. And as regards the health of Ranchi itself, the forests near 
that town give birth to a jungle-fever more terrible than malaria. In fact, 
if the test of insalubrity were to be rigidly applied to all places, no place in 
the whole province of Bengal would be found suitable. There is malaria, or 
cholera, or small-pox, or plague always present in one or other part of the 
province. If, however, the authorities are absolutely resolved on removing the 
college from Sibpur, some place more accessible than and as healthy as 
Ranchi might be selected. Madhupur in the Sonthal Parganas is one such 
site, Its salubriousness attracts to it sick people from all parts of Bengal. 
There are open grounds and small hills in plenty hard by to assist the students 
in their lessons in surveying, and there is easy communication by rail with 
the rest of Bengal. The students will be spared the trouble of going to 
Raniganj, as at present, to learn survey work. Other places may also be found 
possessing all these advantages, At any rate, Ranchiis the last place which 
should have been selected if the convenience of the public carried any weight 
with the authorities. ; 
20. The Moti lan of the 4th August complains that the 
The Chittagong College. Chittagong College is on its last legs. Some 


colleges, and some others intend to do so in the near future. The students are 
not satisfied with the teaching of English by the Principal. In the study of 
literature in the higher classes there is contant need of referring to questions 
of logic, philosophy, drama, history, rhetoric, geology, biology, and the 
sciences generally. But the present Principal confines himself almost wholly 
to the meanings of words and parsing them—a way more suited to entrance than 
to college classes. He is always referring to Mr. Rowe’s well-known “ Hints.“ 
The students know not whattodo. None of the Principals who have succeeded 
Abinash Babu have been quite successful in their management of the college, 
There was always some complaint or other made against everyone of them. 


Each had his own eccentricity. One of them, for instance, had a habit of 


pos religion in the classes. All these faults, however, might be excused, 
ut badness of teaching in a Principal is intolerable. It should be remembered. 
that the presence of one good professor in the college acts as an inspiration to 
the students. It serves as a magnet to attract students from neighbouring 
districts, In the days of Chandra Kanta Tarkalankar and William Dutta, 
students from Comilla and even more distant places used to seek admission 
into this college. The present staff of professors all draw higher salaries than 
the two above-named professors, but none of them has their influence over the 
students. The authorities of the Education Department, in making their next 
choice for ie principeluhip „should not look merely to the grade in which the 
a selected serves, but should pay regard also to his reputation for 
ency. 

21. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 9th August calls attention to the 
poe insanitary surroundings of the boarding-house for 
Victoria ere N the the students of the local Victoria School. The 
N lands on the four sides of the building are used by 

the Municipality as a dumping-ground for the refuse of that particular quarter 


students are already leaving it to study in other 
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of the town. On the west aide of the house there is an open plot of land on 
which the clearings of the local cattle-pound are deposited, and which is algo 
used by Bauri women for latrine purposes, These women are a 
nuisance to the neighbourhood, They are in the keeping of the police officers, 
who have their quarters very near the boarding-house, and the sound of their 
songs and rev are a constant source of disturbance to the inmates of the 


boarding -house. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitaiehi [Murshidabad] of the 
1 3rd August gives the following account of the 


Baharamganj pound in the Murshidabad district 
from his personal experience :— 


A plot of ground enclosed on all sides by a fence three or four cubits high 
serves the purpose of the pound. Thick jungles beset it on the south and 
west. There is no shed in it. Neither its Fardar nor any of his men remains 
in it at any time. People desiring to have animals released from it have to 
bring orders from the house of the tardar and give them to a shop-keeper near 
at band. On receipt of the orders the shop-keeper releases the animals 
concerned. The pound is not lighted at night. Exorbitant rates are realised 
for cattle im ded there. No fodder is given to them. The t/ardar, whose 


name is Felu Jamadar, is an influential man in the locality and none 


HrravabD!, 
Aug. Sth, 1904. 


Jansop im, 
Aug. Sth, 1904. 


dare speak or write against him. The District Board should sell to the 
public printed tables of fees chargeable on animals confined in pounds. 


23. The Chairmen of some suburban Municipalities to the north of 


The ien of ne Calcutta, writes the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th 


—_— met in the office of the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division on Friday last to discuss the question of the supply 


of drinking-water in their Municipalities. They all expressed the opinion 
that unless Government undertook to provide substantial pecuniary assistance 
to the proposed scheme of water-works at Fulta, it would be impossible for 
the Municipalities to carry it out. In villages it is no exaggeration to sa 
that there are in these days no well-to-do men at all. Men prefer town-life 
if they have the means ones | sufficient to enable them to live in towns, so 
terrible are the sufferings caused by malaria in villages. Whatever may be said 
of the mosquito theory, it is certain that malaria is caused by polluted water, 
and the sanitary condition of villages will never improve unless the quality 
of the drinking-water improves. If Government is really desirous of seeing 
an improvement of the health of villages, niggardliness on its part will not 
surely serve its purpose. To be niggua in undertakings which are cal- 
culated to save the lives of thousands of His Majesty’s subjects and to spend 
lavishly their hard-earned money on such useless projects as the Delhi Durbar, 
the Tibet expedition, the extension of railways, etc., will certainly not 
enhance the good name of the Government. The authorities now boast of 3 
large surplus in the Government Treasury. When will Government provide 
drinking-water in villages if not now? Government realizes road cess and 
public works cess from the people and then ‘spends the proceeds for im- 
perial ores, and the le are dying prematurely from the effects of 
malaria. This sight indeed does no credit to the Government, It is to be 
hoped Government will be a little less penurious and stop the useless ex- 
3 by Municipalities and District Boards as far as possible, and thereby 
o something substantial to improve the health of villages by making arrange 
ments for the supply of drinking-water. 
24. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 5th A protests strongly 
against the closing of the local Badartalao spring 
. erate closing of ‘the Badartalso to the public. This spring was the property of 
* * e the town Municipality, and yet the citizens are not 
to be allowed to draw a drop of water from it. At any rate, the excess of 
water which remains after the Railway Company has taken its required supply 
might have been made available for the town, for under present arrange- 
ments it is allowed to run waste and flow into the sea. But even to this small 


( 749 ) 


concession the authorities seem unwilling to agree. A strong agitation should 
be got up over this question. : a : | 
25. The Bangavast [Calcutta | of the 6th August refers in the following 
terms to the question of the septic tanks :— 
ame! The Lieutenant-Governor appointed a Com- 
or , _. mittee to collect sey e. way gc on pes 
ublic as yet do not know what decision the Committee has 
Deven “His ‘Honour * himself to the effect that at certain places 
at least the establishment of septic tanks would be highly injurious to the 
public, And yet arrangements are being made to construct septic tanks in 
some of those very places. This certainly. is not calculated to reassure the 
public mind. It is to be hoped that Government will soon make an autho- 
ritative pronouncement on this question. The condition of the Bally ‘hal 
may be referred to in this connection. For various reasons the water of this 
ria! becomes at times quite unfit for drinking. It becomes impossible to 
preserve the purity of its water, owing to the large quantity of refuse matter 
(both solid and liquid) which the mills are allowed to discharge on its banks. 
A Committee met in 1895 to consider this question. The Committee at the 
time promised some reform, but as yet nothing seems to have been done, 
The ravages of malaria are a sufficient misfortune for the people of these 
provinces. Will not His Honour save them from this new calamity of the 
pollution of their rivers ? | 


26. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 7th August cails attentior to the 
urgent need of some rules for regulating the hackney 
The hackney carriage traffic in carriage traffic of the town of Dacca. The drivers 
— are mostly lads, utterly unfit for their work, and 
absolutely with no sense of responsibility. Their habit of rash and reckless 
driving is leading to frequent accidents. The Municipality should lose no 
time in taking up this question. In the latest case of such accidents, an old 
beggar woman, some sixty years of age, was driven over by a passing hackney 
carriage and killed on the spot. | 


27. Referring to the arrangements made by the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal for holding a conference of the Divi- 


Curtailment of the privileges gional Commissioners under him in October next 


1 cal Self-Government in to discuss the question of reducing the control of 


the District Boards over their finances, the Daily 
Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th August says that it is a matter of the greatest 
regret that Local Self-Government in Bengal is being gradually shorn of the 
privileges attending it. Who will prevent the authorities from following an 
arbitrary policy for which they have for some time past shown the greatest 


liking? Government now thinks it bad policy to look to the welfare. of 
the people. 


28. A correspondent of the Datiy Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th August 
i ae complains of the neglect of its roads shown by the 
Khardaha Municipality. Khardaha Municipality in the 24-P arganas. The 
road which ruus east from Agarpara railway station 

calls for special notice. It is so full of holes and ruts that people have to be 
careful in stepping over it even in the daytime. The mud in some parts of 
its surface is knee-deep. This neglect of Agarpara, Tarapukur, etc., is pro- 
bably due to the absence of a strong local educated public opinion. The 


attention of the Municipality has been repeatedly drawn to the matter, but as 
yet to no effect. . 


(f)—Questions affecting the Land. 


29, The Murshidabad Aitaishi [Murshidabad ] of the 8rd August says: — 
es ae Government passed the Bengal Tenancy Act 
ment khas mahals in the Murshi. in Order to save the raiyats from the hands of 
dabad district. . the rapacious landlords. But what was the 


5 ; rinciple upon which the rents of the khas mahal 
raiyats in the Murshidabad district were enhanced during the last resettlement 


in the time of the late Collector? Has the value of the land increased, or has 
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there been an increase in the productive powers of the land? The following 
instances will illustrate the nature of the increase of rent :— 


Name of tenant. _— _ -_— 

Re. 4. 7. Nu. a, 

Kalipada and Pasupati Bhatta-... Sarafgany) ... <4 0 0 80 0 
charyya. ; 

Harasankar Bhattacharyya or a P| : : 10 0 

aa itt aes 42 0 

Muhammad Nesar Hossein He E 39 8 

Achchi Bibi 5 ... Ebarija, Sarafganj 4 0 0 8 11 

Kamakhya Prasad Ganguli a Ditto 116 211 378 0 


These are all agricultural lands, but the rent has been increased as if. they 
were garden lands, It is a question whether under the law the rent of these 
lands can be enhanced. 

The Lieutenant-Governor is expected shortly to visit Murshidabad. It ig 
to be expected that a representation will be made to His Honour about 
the matter. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


30. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
[Calcutta] of the 3rd August complains of the 
luconvenience to which third-class passengers at 
Howrah station are subjected for the want of benches or other seats. The 
waiting-rooms and the platforms and verandahs, where this class of passengers 
have to wait, are none of them provided with this convenience. The lower 
classes of people can manage to do without it and sit on the bare floor ; but for 
the many respectable people also who travel third class this is certainly not 
possible. The Eastern Bengal State Railway provide benches for their third- 
class passengers. As the East Indian Railway returns a handsome surplus to 
Government year by year, a small portion of the money spent one year would 
be quite enough to supply benches, not only at Howrah, but at all the principal 
stations on the line for the use of its numerous passengers who travel third class. 

31. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 4th August complains that the 
authorities of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway have 
abolished the post of water-carrier from the Ist 
August because, as they believe, the passengers do not require drinking-water 
in the rainy season! This is, to say the least, a lamentable mistake on their 
part. The sufferings of the passenger for want of drinking-water are indescrib- . 
able. The railway authorities should remember that the convenience of the 
13 should be a special study to them, as it is upon the money received 
rom them that all their prosperity depends. 


32. A correspondent of the Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 6th August thanks 
the Agent of the East Indian Railway Company for 
having complied with the request of the local public 
to arrange for the stoppage of the 5 up passenger train at Kalipahari at 11 P.M. 
But since September last the 7 up and 8 down passenger trains have ceased to 
stop at the place. This has caused great inconvenience to Jheria and Bankura 
passengers on the one hand and to litigants on the other. Besides this, intend- 
ing passengers by the Bengal Provincial Railway have, on their arrival at the 
Magra station by the 24 down train, to wait there for four hours before they 
get a train on that line. This difficulty can be obviated by arranging for the 
stoppage of the 8 down train on the East Indian Railway at Kalipahari. The 
8 down train can also be of great service to those passengers who, travelling 
down from Kalipahari, have to go to villages situated at a distance from- 
railway stations. These passengers have now to travel by the 28 down train 
and, in consequence, arrive at their homes late in the night. 


33. Referring to the Railway Report for the past year, the Bangavast 
[Calcutta] of 6th August observes that it shows an 

et 3 passenger increase oth in the income derived from railways 
prosperittr. and in the number of passengers. The increase of 


passengers is specially noticeable under the h 


A railway inconvenience. 
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A railway complaint. 
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‘termediate and third classes. On the basis of this slender fact the Public 
Works Secretary to Government builds the grand conclusion that the people are 
daily increasing in prosperity; hence this increased frequency of travelling 
among them. There are some officials who are always on the lookout for 
indications of the growing prosperity of the masses. A little consideration 
would have suggested the real explanations. First, the people are getting more 
ease-loving and idle. They now shudder at the thought of having to walk 
even a little distance, consequently they resort to the railway even in going and 
coming small distances. Secondly, last year was the year of the Kumbh mela 
at Hurdwar. This attracts an immense concourse of men from all over the 
country. The Public, Works Secretary should have thought of all these points 
before jumping to his own pre-conceived conlusion about the increasing wealth 
of the Indians. 


34. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi ey of the 7th August x a 
; says that repeated failures of crops during the la 
The question of the drainage of four years have impoverished the inhabitants of the 
district. Se ae pargana of the Government khas mahal in the 
| | Midnapore district. The local officers are fully 
aware of the miserable condition to which the people have been reduced, Never- 
theless, they submit false reports to their superiors to the effect that the prospect 
of cultivation is good or that the condition of the people is e oho lest they 
should be taken to task by Government if they report the real state of things. 
The condition of crops, this year in particular, is extremely ri in 
the pargana. The incessant rains from the 21st to the 24th Asarh (B. S.) have 
submerged the fields. On the 29th Asarh the poor raiyats sent an urgent 
telegram, and on the 31st of the same month they sent a petition to the District 
Collector praying him to make immediate arrangements for the drainage of the 
parganna, but to no effect. In the meantime, the water on the fields has been 
greatly increased by the showers which fell on the 6th Sravan. Formerly the 
Horhkhali ‘hal used to drain off the surplus water of nearly 100 villages. But 
for the last four years the culvert through which the water used to pass has 
become unfit for the purpose. Besides this, the river into which the water 
finally falls hes at a distance of one mile from the culvert, and the portion of 
the xa“ between them is meandering. This causes the current of the water to 
be retarded, with the effect that the mouth of the ‘hal has silted up. To 
straighten the ‘hal would require much time and cost. To obviate the necessity 
of doing this, a passage should be made for water to pass through the embank- 
ment of the river at some low place, and if this is not done at once, there 


will be a complete failure of crops in the pargana this year and famine will 
inevitably follow. 
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35. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the want of a Daur Hi ava. 
A e ni waiting-room for third-class passengers at the 
a 5 Chandpur station on the Assam-Bengal Railway. 

The tin shed which is used by them as a shelter is open on two sides. Besides 

this, a number of cows and calves, which presumably belong either to the 

Station Master or to some of his relations, are in the habit of taking shelter 

under it and making the place dirty. Again, the station is not regularly 


lighted at night. Lights are provided when the night train reaches Comilla 
and are put out instantly it leaves Chandpur. 
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36. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 8th August Daur H avant, 
1 protests against the discontinuance of the mixed . 8 , 1904. 
night train which used to run between Goalundo 
and Calcutta. The mail train is now the only night train left for travelling from 
Goalundo to Calcutta. But the accommodation it provides is quite insufficient 


for the large number of intending passengers. The mixed train should therefore 
be restored. 


The same correspondent also dwelle on the inconvenience to which 
third-class passengers at Goalundo station are put for the want of 


proper waiting accommodation. None but a sufferer can realise What it 


ap wg in this rainy season to sit awake at night on the wind-swept banks of the 
adma. e 
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(h)— General. 


37. In coutinuing its criticism of the new mining rules [see Report on 
Native Papers for the week ending the 6th August 

paragraph 57], the Dai) Hitavadi (Calcutta 
of the 30th July gives further instances of the inconvenience which would 
arise from the rule restricting to a hundred and fifty the number of labourers 
who will ‘be allowed to work underground at the same time under a manager 
holding a second-class certificate. Mine-owners often receive orders to supply 
coal to a ship whose stock of coal may have run short. This supply they have 
to make at short notice, and it necessitates the employment of extra hands. 
The new rules would prevent this, supposing that the mine already employs the 
full complement of labourers permitted by the rules, 


Another instance is as follows: During the rainy season, the labourers 
generally leave the mines for their fields. During their absence dust and rubble 
accumulate in the pits. These have got to be speedily removed, as otherwise 
injurious gases would emanate from them. Consequently when the labourers 
return they have to be employed to do this work first. And until they have done 
it, the actual work of coal-cutting will have to be postponed, inasmuch as the 
employment of extra hands to do the latter work would have the effect of 
exceeding the prescribed number of labourers. In the meantime many 
labourers who could be employed in the work of coal-cutting may perhaps refuse 
to wait, and be offered employment by rival mine-owners. 

A further objection is that if the mine-owners are to get the same quantity 
of coal out of their mines as now, although they are to employ fewer labourers, 
they must resort more freely to expensive machinery. But for the native 
owners this is in most cases impossible, as their capital is small. 

It is hard to see what justification there may be for the new rule that no 
contractor shall be eligible for the post of manager or under-manager. 

All the three members of the Board of Examiners are to be appointed by 
Governmemt. It would be perhaps better to lay down that the Chief Engineer 
should be nominated by Government and the other two members by the 
proprietors of the mines. It is proposed to leave the framing of the rules for 
the examinations to the Board, who will be expected to attach more weight to 
practice than to theory. This latter presumption will operate to the prejudice 
of native examinees, for experience proves that European mine-owners are 
unwilling to take in natives as apprentices. A case actually occurred where a 
mining student who had passed from the Sibpur Engineering College was at 
first refused admission into a Giridih mine solely because he was a native. He 
succeeded afterwards, it is true, but that was because he brought high influence 
to bear in his favour. The experience of those Bengalis who have been to 
Europe to learn the arts of glass or porcelain manufacture points in the same 
direction. 

Considering that the mana“ er will be responsible for the lives of hundreds 
of bis fellow. creatures, the age of examinees should have been increased. The 
minimum should be fixed at 25 for second- and third-class certificate holders, and 
at 30 for first class certificate holders. 

As regards the granting of first class certificates, the Board of Examiners 
are authorised to reduce the period of service in a mine from five years to three 
in special cases. This discretion may be misused by the Board in favour of a 
particular race and creed und in disregard of merit. The circumstances under 
which this discretion nay be used should therefore be clearly stated, such as 
the absence of accidents during the manager’s term of office, ete. 

The last point in the rules which calls for notice is as follows: In cases 
when a manager is accused of ill-treating his workmen or of negligence, an 
inquiry will be held by a person authorised by Government to do so. The 
manager will be allowed to make his defence before this enquiring officer, 
either personally or by an agent. But if an agent is employed, he must be a 
3 approved of by the enquiring officer. Now this discretion might perbaps 

e used by the enquiring officer to prevent all professional pleaders from 
appearing before him at all. Again, only a summary of the evidence collected 
by the enquiring officer will be forwarded to Government, and Government 
will have to base its judgment on such insufficient data. The tenure of 
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ive manager’s office will not be worth an hour’s purchase under these new 
A a the work of making enquiries into the conduct of the managers should 
be entrusted to erro Pore er * x bai toons ~ . 
„The Jyots [Chittagong | of the ugust remarks :— ee | 
erie eA is The proposal of Lord Carzon to abolish the 
Proposed abolition of oom. present system of competitive examinations as a 
ee method of recruiting the public service has created 
alarm in the minds of the educated Indian community. If competitive 
examinations are abolished, men of education and independence will have no 
more chance of entering the public service; only men without any principle 
who can stoop to flattery will be favoured. The effect would be that the 
dignity and prestige of Courts of justice and other high public offices would be 
diminished. Not only this: an indirect blow would be struck at the cause of 
high education in this country. For very few people here seek high education 
only out of a thirst for knowledge. They must think of some means of 
earning their bread, They have their families to think of. The present policy 
of Government is making high education so expensive that only the rich few 
will be able to pay for it. Still, the poorer section of the communit might 
have undergone many sacrifices to obtain high education if they had the 
inducement of well-paid posts to reward their labours at the close of their 
educational career. As this prospect also is being taken away, the cause of high 
education is indeed doomed. India can boast of few rich men who care to 
spend their own money for the education of their less favoured countrymen. 
So in all ways the outlook is gloomy. People who have influential patrons at 
their back will alone henceforth obtain service under Government. 
39. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 5th August says that it has some- 
bow come to learn that the authorities have sent 
bene ange Compensation a despatch home recommentling the discontinuance 
; of the exchange compensation allowance. It has. 
been proposed to incorporate the compensation allowance with the salary. 
But this arrangement will neither stop the waste of money, against which: 
the public have all along protested, nor do away with the preferential treat- 
ment of the recipients of the allowance. ‘These officers will get an increment 
to their salary, although they were not entitled to it. But the native officers 
will get no corresponding increment. At present no part of the compensation 
allowance is taken into account in calculating pensions or gratuities, but by. 
the oe arrangement pensions and gratuities. will be proportionately 
increased. 


It thus appears that the Indian’s prayer has been granted quite the- 


opposite way. The compensation allowance is going to be stopped no doubt, 
but the expenditure remains the sanie. More correctly speaking, the expendi- 


ture will increase by the increased amount of pension; the partiality will. 


continue as before; and the exchange compensation allowance will be abolished 


only in name. This is a misfortune to the 2 no doubt. If it be conceded. 


that the grant of exchange compensation allowance is an injustice, then no 
right- minded person, except a few selfish Government officers, can fail to 
understand that the proposed arrangement will be a much. greater injustice. 
If Government chooses not to see the real state of things, what can the poor 
people do? If our rulers want to oppress, harass, and persecute us, let 
them do it openly without trying to deceive both the English and the Indian 


public by plausible arguments and an idle parade of justice. A redress. 
will surely come when the English public begins to pay greater attention 


to matters concerning India. 


40. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 5th August minm-o-scpaaxan,. 


i 3 oe pe Bengal Government has conferred 
be kor ae à great benefit on the Musalman community of 

hors of the ee . anne N. 
don“ n Hedjas Reguls these provinces by the establishment of the Hedjaz 
f _ .. pilgrim camps. The Government should, however, 
also consider the desirability of patronising the authors of the“ Hedjaz Regula- 


tions.” Hindu authors in Bengali have hitherto enjoyed a monopoly of the 
supply of text-books for the schools, and many of them have thereby amassed. 
fortunes. Musalman authors have no such source of income open to them. 
The writers of the Hedjaz Regulations” cannot hope to compete with these 
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Hindu authors in that line. But the Government or the pilgrim camp 
authorities might insist on seeing that each pilgrim to the Hedjaz from Bengal 


is supplied with a copy of these Regulations and thus extend some patronage 


to the deserving authors of this very useful compilation, 
41. The Rangpur Vartavaha[ Rangpur] of the 5th August observes :— 


The Sanjivani on the rasad he Sanpivani has been writing on the ques- 
question. tion of the rasad offered to the Commissioner of 


the Rajshahi Division out of the funds of the Tajhat estate and the estate 
of Sumerugiri Sannyasi of Mahiganj. But the point is, were these presenta 
taken by force? The presents might not have been offered at all; and the 
rasad, if supplied, might have been charged for duly. People spend money 
over the sradh ceremonies of their ancestors, because they have an object 
to serve thereby. Similarly, it is because people wish to secure the good- 
will of the officials that they offer presents to them. These are voluntary 
gifts. Why, then, should any fuss be made over them ? 

o person can clain merit who first bestows charity and then repents 
of it. Such a person only shows his own meanness of sprit. At present 
whenever the Commissioner visits a place the local police take forcible 


possession of the cows of private owners to milk them. Henceforth perhaps 
they will cease to do so. 


42. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Sth August observes as 


The reduction of the salt duty. follows with reference to the reduction of the salt 


tax :— 

When the duty on salt was reduced by eight annas per maund, the 
authorities expected that the concession would be followed by an increase 
of consumption. But the last year’s report shows that though the import of 
salt at Calcutta has increased by six per cent., the consumption in the mafassal 


remains stationary. This remission of eight annas in the duty has proved. 


a great boon to the traders and dealers in salt, but the masses whose demand 
is limited to one or two seer each, remain unaffected by it. If the amount 
of the remission had been at least ten annas, instead of eight annas in the 
maund, the ordinary purchaser would have gained one pice per each seer, 
or a half-pice per each half-seer he bought. As it is, owing to this small 


difference of two annas, the poor and ordinary consumer gets no advantage 
from the concession. 


45. The Raitnakar Annee) of the 6th August writes as follows :— 
| as the number of deaths from malaria dimi- 
Malaria and Government nished in Bengal since the introduction of Govern- 
quinine. 3 : js 
ment quinine into its villages? We think not, 
Because the use of such quinine, which is nothing but pure cinchona, by the 
poor and illiterate villagers in every case of fever in complete disregard of 
the principles of diet and hygiene which should be followed after its use 
only serves to increase the obstinacy of the disease, and ere long they die of 
spleen, liver and other complications. We are therefore unable to say that 


Government sells quinine for our good. Government surely knows that many 


of the best a nee of the West have expressed themselves against the use 
of quinine. But, then, Government derives a revenue from the sale of quinine, 


and it is a shame that it still continues this sale for the sake of the revenue. 


We do not want from the Government this unsolicited favour of a supply 
of its cheap quinine to escape from the clutches of malaria. We poor Indians, 
who die of plague, of famine, and even from the kicks white men, can, as 
well, die of malaria. But we are unwilling to court a death from quinine 
poisoning for the sake of the Government’s trade in the commodity. 
Government is really willing to save us from malaria, let it deliver the country 


from the railway pest and make proper arrangements for its drainage and 
water-supply. 


44. The same paper says that the other day one Jagannath Pal, an 
4 shooting accident. inhabitant of the Govindapur village, was wounded 


by a stray bullet from the gun of a volunteer 


practising at Asansol. Why is there no rifle range for musketry practice at 


Asansol? It is hoped that the authorities will stop such practice at Asansol 


80 long as the place is not provided with a rifle range. 


quest 
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5 tte [Dacca of the 8th August takes the opponents of 
* the — proposal to task for discontinuing all 
agitation over the question, and exhorts them to 


be up and doing. 


Agitation on the partition 


question. 


III1.—LEGISLATION. . 


46. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrtka [Calcutta] of the 3rd 
August observes :-— 

When the elective principle was first intro- 
duced into the Legislative Councils our wants and 
complaints used to be brought to the notice of Government by means of inter- 
pellations. It is needless to say that this augured great benefits to the people. 
But the practice of 3 has now a ceased, not, however, through an 
fault of the members. Following the policy of King Charles I of England, 
Government has reduced the number of the sittings of the Council. The 
Government of India spends nine months of the year at Simla and else- 
where out of Calcutta, but for the remaining three months it holds ver 
frequent meetings of its Legislative Council. Butas regards the Bengal Council 
it has practically ceased to meet altogether. The members are helpless. In 
truth we are fallen on evil times. Government has begun to show its distrust 
of us in everything. If we publish a complaint in the papers, the authorities 
read it and yet take no action, or worse still, are highly displeased. If we hold 
a meeting to agitate a question, Government offers no reply. The questions 
in Council are therefore the only means left to us to inform Government 
of our wants. And yet even this path is being gradually barred to us. In 
the first place, the sittings of the Council are getting few and fewer. And 
in the second place, the replies given by Government are such as are of no 
practical use whatever. Is all this tending to the further good of both parties ? 
We request Government to give this question their careful consideration. 

47. The Pallivast { Kalna] of the 10th August writes :— 

The existing provisions for granting 122 
ments of suits, as well as those framed for this 
purpose in the Civil Procedure Code Amendment 
Bill, require some modifications. It is not desirable that the Court should have 
too much power in this respect. In granting postponements more time should 
not be allowed than what may be reasonably required for collecting all the 
evidence to be produced in Court. a 

It is well known how frequent postponements ruin the parties. There 
are generally three grounds on which postponements are granted. First, when 
the parties are really unprepared ; second, the application for postponement 
made by the pleaders on the plea of want of Court’s time; and third, the 
Court grants postponement of its own motion for want of time. In all these 
cases the parties suffer heavily. The three causes mentioned above may all 
be traced to defects in the law. Even when the parties raise all sorts of trifling 
objections the Court thinks itself bound to hear them, for is it not natural on 
its part to act in a way that would save it from the risk of being found fault 
with in the appellate Court? To save the middle classes, who are the 
back-bone of society, from ruinous expenses of law suits, the frequency of 
postponements should be prevented by all means. This will also effect a 
great saving of the valuable time of the Court. 


Interpellation in the Legislative 
Councils. 


Je 
8 


The Civil Procedure 
Amendment Bill. 


Code 


V.—Prospects or tae Crops An D ConpiTION oF THE PEOPLE. 


48. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th August says 
that the khal which used to drain off the water of 
the Sekurar zi in the Teghara village in the 
24-Parganas district urgently requires re-excavation, 
condition of the khal the di is submerged even in 


Wanted the 8 f 
a khal in the 24-Parganas. 3 


because in the present 


ordinar 8 rains and does not dry up even in the bot season, with the result 
that cultivation has become impossible in it, The prospects of the jute and 


the aus paddy crop are very gloomy this year. 
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49. The Barisal Hitatsht (Barisal) of the 5th August reports that the 

oe _ excessive rainfall this year has marred the prospects 
Crop prospects in Hari. of the crops, The seedlings are e des- 
troyed by pamari insects. Some crops are getting rotten in consequence 
of too much rain. In the northern parts of the district the aus paddy crop 
has not grown to its full height, as the water on the fields was not suff. 
ciently deep. In the south, also, things are in a similar plight. The outlook is 


generally Fors. 
50. e * [Calcutta] of the 5th August writes as 
ollows:— | 
Grievances of the cultivatorsof © Many of the villages in the southern parts 
— 9 Bamni and Lakshmipura sd 
the Noakhali district have been swallowed up by 
rivers, and their inhabitants made homeless. Great are the sufferings of these 
oor people from want of food and shelter, The swallowing of the villages 
by rivers has caused the formation of a number of churs, namely, the chur 
Jabbar, the chur Banta, the chur Tebni, the chur Bedma, etc., at the place 
where the Noakhali, Jalchhirha, and Hatia rivers meet each other and the sea, 
These churs or islands are still unfit for habitation and cultivation, and are 
flooded by the sea at every new moon and full moon. But the poor inhabitants 
of the submerged villages, finding no other resource left to them, are ready 
to cultivate these churs and have taken out leases from the Government for 
the purpose. The authorities have, however, made no arrangements calculated 
to enable them to do work peacefully and without hindrance. Cholera, 
caused by the want of good drinking-water, is decimating their ranks, and 
the plough cattle are dying in numbers. One of the islands called chur 
Jabbar has an area of 10 square miles and fetches an annual revenue of 
Rs. 6,000 to the Government. There are only two small tanks in it, used 
for all purposes by the entire community of the cultivators of the islands and 
by their plough cattle. The water of these tanks has become extremely 
unwholesome and is spreading disease and death around. At flow-tide sea- 
water enters into the islands from all sides. This should be prevented by 
means of embankments. The many nullas and ditches which destroy the 
fertility of the chur lands should be filled up. There is not even one road in 
the chur. But the District Board regularly realises the road-cess from the 
cultivators. It has, however, not been slow to establish a pound in the chur. 
The thief when he cannot manage to take the stolen cow or bullock away lets 
it loose on the corn-field, with the result that the poor cultivator becomes a 
loser, and the pound zardar and the District Board gainers by it. The work 
of reclaiming and cultivating the chur has begun since last * In the 
current year the cultivators have been sowing from the month of Asarh (B. S.). 
The seedlings in some fields withered away as soon they sprang up. In others 
they were destroyed by crabs and rats. The District Magistrate was informed 
of this rat pest, but to no effect. Prospects have thus become extremely 
gloomy for the poor cultivators. They know not how to procure food for 
themselves and pay the public revenue and their debts. There are four wicker 
boats which ply as ferry boats in the Ichhakhali and the Hatia. This boat service 
brings to the District Board an annual income of Rs. 3,040. While such is 
the condition of the ferry service maintained for the benefit of these poor - 
cultivators, the Board makes a monthly grant of Rs. 200 to the steamer service 
between this part of the country and Barisal through the Hatia and the Ichha- 
khali rivers. Besides this, the cultivators suffer great hardship on account of 
the want of rest-houses in the ferry ghats, And the sufferings which are 
caused to cows and bullocks when they are taken in and out of the boats are 
really heart-rending. | 
51. Some correspondents of the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 5th August 
report from Jhenida in Jessore that there has been 
a partial failure of the local ec: crop this year 
also. This is the sixth year of distress in succession. The avs crop last 
season was also a total failure. Irregular rainfall is responsible for this. 
The cultivators are leaving their villages for the towns, to earn wage 
as .day-labourers. They have nothing left wherewith to pay their debt 
or their rent to their zamindars. The mahajans have no stores of grain left 


Distress in Jhenida in Jessore. 


( vor } 

zn their golas; at least the cultivators get no loans from them, as there is 
— ‘aaah of an repayment being made. The people are being reduced 
to skeletons day by day for want of food. Cases are occurring in which 
they have sometimes to go without any food for two days in succession. 


52. A correspondent of the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 6th August 
1 reports from tay, te Naraingarh, in Midnapore, 
eee that there was a heavy fall of rain in that locality 
from the 2nd to the 8th July last. The Keleghai is in flood, and the — 
in the surrounding villages have been damaged. These villages include 
Mandarkuri. Jalisai, Amikuri, Chhekichak, Ramnagar, Govindapur, Chaulkundi, 
Paharpur, Kokhuradanga, Lonuya, Khursai, Durhya, Danridhar, Rajpur, 
Kanakpur, Masagaon, Kolanda, Silmabad, Ledhua, Kharkya, Eral, etc. 
The people are in great distress for want of food. There are no seeds left 
wherewith to start cultivation again next year. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


53. Referring to the honours which are being conferred on Lord Curzon 
in England in recognition of his successful Vice- 
royalty, the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 5th August 
observes :— 

We are not at all in favour of Lord Curzon receiving these honours, for 
we could not derive much satisfaction from his administration and his public 
measures. He has injured the Indians both as regards their present and their 
future to an extent unapproached by any previous Viceroy. We do not imply 
that the Indians obtained absolutely no benefit at his hands, but the propor- 
tion of his good deeds to his bad ones, as regards the future welfare of Indians, 
is as one to ten. 

He has laid the axe at the root of the policy adopted by Lords Mayo and 
Ripon to conciliate the Indians, and can therefore never be regarded as 
deserving of honour or thanks at their hands. He has prepared plans which 
will benefit his own country and his own nation. If he had done for the 
Indians a hundredth part of what he has done for his own countrymen, there 
is not the least doubt that India would have been bound to him by ties of 


gratitude for all time, and his undying fame would have spread all over 
the land. 


54. It appears that ~~ rumour 2 Curzon will be made permanent 
iceroy of India, says the Hindi Bangavasi [ Caleutta 

n — aof the 8th August, is not altogether a — 
In England his party is very strong and the Secretary of State himself is one 
of Lord Curzon's admirers. Who knew that the tenure of Lord Curzon's office 
would be further extended a circumstance without precedent in the annals of 
Indian Viceroyalty ? When this concession has been made in his favour, it 
will be no wonder if he is made a permanent Viceroy. 


55. Referring to the proposal made by the Congress Committee to erect 

a statue to Lord Ripon, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] 
of the 6th August observes that it is unnecessary 
to erect a statue to Lord Ripon, which will serve 
only for rooks and hawks to make their nests in. There isin every Indian 
heart a true ag wy of Lord Ripon and that is enough to perpetuate his memory. 
If Lord Ripon had been a good Viceroy in the opinion of the officials, his 
statue would have long ago been erected. 


Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty. 


The proposed statue to Lord 
Ripon. 


Urrya Papers. 


56. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th July states that the weather 

The weather and the crops. AA ag La d of a ye peg at partly 
ae Bion a partly cloudy, and that the flood in the 
Kathjuri and the Mahanadi has greatly subsi ed. Unless there be good 


ae loas of crop is apprehended. The outlook of Beal paddy is not 
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57. The same paper states that the Superintendent of the Presidency 

: Jail, who has lately been promoted to the post of 
Superintendent of Government Printing, makes the 
compositors work from 7 A. M. to 6 P. u., with only 
one hour’s time for dinner. The writer observes that asthe Superintendent 
was long accustomed to deal with prisoners, he has probably forgotten the 
difference that exists between coolies and gentlemen. | 

58. By comparing the figures of rainfall in June last in the three districts 
of Orissa, the same paper comes to the conclusion 
that heavy rain at the outset of the sowing season 
has been productive of evilrather than of good, and 
that the prospect of Beals paddy is entirely hopeless. 

59. The same paper yim the er on — 1 Ghose, the 

well-known zamindar of Pathuriaghata, Calcutta, and 

Death of Babu Ramanath Ghose. ohgerves that his untimely death has been a general 

loss, inasmuch as he was a public-spirited gentleman and had secured the 
respect and confidence both of the people and of the Government. 

60. Referring to Mr. Schwann’s article on India, published in a London 
periodical, in which he discusses many points con- 
cerning India, the same paper observes that his 
arguments are sound and reasonable. His opinions that the Indians, in spite 
of their social and religious differences, are at one in politics, that they bitterly 
feel the heavy burden of taxation, that the effects of increase in the Arm 
expenditure are lamentable, that the decay of native arts and industries is 
impoverishing the people, that the frequency and severity of famine and plague 
are decimating the population, that the people are too poor to buy their food 
of which there is plenty in the country, and that the Indian National Congress 
is trying its best to bring the grievances of the people to the notice of Govern- 
ment for redress, are all correct. : 

61. The same paper is informed that the Bahura or Ultarath jatra in Puri 
passed off quietly and successfully, and that the 
number of pilgrims and visitors who were present 
on the spot was about fifty thousand. 

62. Referring to the Jubilee Sanitarium in Darjeeling, the same paper 
points out that the institution is doing a great deal 
of good to the Indian sick and invalid, and that as 
the institution stands in need of certain improve- 
ments, it is the duty of the Indian public to provide funds to carry them out. 

63. Referring to the Resolution of Government on the administration of 
. = jails in Bengal, the same paper observes that the 
inne Hagen on the Administra- increase in the number of prisoners and consequent 

gal. . ; 2 

increase in the number of houses for their location 
are not signs of good administration. It should be the aim of Government to 
remove the causes that induce the people to commit crimes, On an examina- 
tion of facts it will be found that ignorance and poverty are the two main 
causes of crime in India. Consequently it is the duty of Government to 
remove these causes without delay. ‘The proposal of the Inspector-General 
of Jails to substitute maize for rice as food for prisoners is neither sound nor 
economic, and it is fortunate that the Government has not accepted his proposal. 

64. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 30th July regrets to state that 
Rs. 2,500 were stolen from the Treasury of 
Talcher, though guards were posted on the Treasury 
rooms at regulated intervals. eee 
65. The same paper supports the policy of Babu Sriram Chandra Bose, 
the Manager of Dhenkanal, who is appointing local 
men to vacant minor posts in the service of the 
Dhenkanal Raj and for which Dhenkanal men ure 
found competent. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengals Translator. 
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